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TEACHER PACK

NOTES FOR TEACHERS: HOW TO USE THIS WORKPACK

This workpack has been designed to be easy to use and as flexible as possible. It is digital.
Please use as much or as little of it as you like. The pack is aimed at Key Stage 2, but can
be used for any classes/ age groups that you think appropriate. There is a students’ version
of the pack, and also a teacher’s version, which includes extra notes, suggestions and
background information.

The pack begins with information about Emily Wilding Davison, who, together with Emmeline
Pankhurst, was perhaps one of the most well known suffragettes, then digresses to examine
the process of enfranchisement and the importance of voting. There are a number of

There are questions, statements and suggested activities designed to spark class discussions
or debates, to promote drama sessions, to stimulate children’s imaginations for creative
writing, or as the starting point for research projects on local history.

The workpack is colour-coded. The main text is in black Franklin Gothic for easy reading. In
the teacher’s pack, notes for teachers (which contain background information which you may
want to present to children in your own way and in your own words) are in purple.

Unfortunately,there are no photographs of York suffragettes in York Explore’s online archive
but it is a wonderful resource for many topics. It can be searched free of charge, from any
computer linked to the internet: simply visit: www.imagineyork.co.uk

You are free to use, share, copy or redistribute the material in this pack in any way you

want for educational purposes relating to school. However, please remember many of the
images are covered by copyright. These images, and the pack itself, should not be used for
commercial purposes. When using the pack or material from it, please give appropriate credit,
in accordance with the principles of creative commons: https://creativecommons.org

i i ational r rce pack
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A tragic accident?

| SRR Az S——— Copyright: Mirrorpix

Look very closely at the photograph above

What
ting event do.
Sgor ougthink you think 1s
¥ ytaking, lying on ’gle
1Splace‘? ground’

guess in which
year this
photo was
How would ) taken?
you feel if you

were in the
crowd
watching?
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Emily’s story

The photo was taken in 1913 at a big race meeting called The Derby. A well
dressed, well educated woman called Emily Wilding Davison ran in front of
King George V’s horse. She did this because she was part of a group of mostly
women called Suffragettes and her aim was to draw
attention to what they were fighting for: Votes For
Women. Some people say she deliberately
meant to Kill herself so she would become a
martyr,. Others say that she only wanted to
attach a scarf emblazoned with the words
“Votes For Women” on to the horse. The
fact that she had a return rail ticket in
her pocket and arrangements for later
that day may support this

Emily Wilding
Davison

Image:
Wikipedia

A martyr is someone who fec_als SO
strongly about an important issue

that they are prepared to die for
their beliefs.

Look carefully at the photograph
of Emily Davison.

Why do you
think she
would want to
attach a scarf
to the King’s
horse?

How
would you What sort
describe the  of woman
clothes she 1S do you think
wearing? she was?

Whatever the truth, Emily was trampled by the horse and died of a fractured
skull and internal injuries four days later. With this act, she ensured neither her
name, nor the cause she believed in, (that all women should have the right to
vote), would ever be forgotten.
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NOTES FOR TEACHERS:
Suggested Activity:

Debate: Did Davison throw herself under the horse deliberately, or was it a tragic
accident?

The recent film “Suffragettes” shows black and white newsreel Ccoverage of the crowds
who turned out to see her funeral procession and would provide lots of scope for creative
writing or reportage.

You may wish to have a look at “Clare Balding’s Secrets of a Suffragette which also
shows the original newsreel from three different camera angles and slows it right down so
her intention is clear.

i ives ational resource pack
A York Civic Trust/Explore York Libraries and Archives educational resource p
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Name this building

ildi [ [ ll. She knew it so well, she
is a building that Emily Davison knevy very we kne '
Er?c';z II?)Sked hergelf in a broom cupboard inside it! (You will find out why later!)

BUT what has this building got to do with Emily throwing herself at the King’s
horse?

<\

What
makes this
building look
important?

-~ NOTES FOR TEACHERS:
What are

Whilst looking at this picture with
the men and Upper KS2 children, you may wish to

draw out the importance of the House
women who of Commons and its difference from
work there

The House of Lords . This could be
o linked to the fundamental values of
called*

democracy, rule of law and individual
Who What liberty. (York is the UK’s first human
deci des Wthh iS their rights’ city - see yorkhumanrights.org

. b‘? - and The University of York has a
men and U

centre for applied human rights.)

You may also wish to ask who knows
women work

the name of York’s representatives in
the House of Commons.
there?
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Name that face!
0\

What
influence do
they have in

What the governing
are their of our
jobs? country?

Do you
know who
these people
are?



With lower KS2, you may like to re-cap what the process of an election is and link to
British values.
You may want to show pictures of a range of other politicians.

Opportunity to discuss who is able to vote, who can’t, and WHY it is important to vote,

This may be a good time to start a word wall with definitions of the new vocabulary
associated with suffragettes.

To vote in the UK, you must be:

* 18 years of age or over on polling day

* be a British, Irish or qualifying Commonwealth citizen

* be resident at an address in the UK (or a UK citizen living abroad who has been
registered to vote in the UK in the last 15 years)

* not be legally excluded from voting

The following cannot vote in a UK Parliament election:

* members of the House of Lords

* EU citizens (other than UK, Republic of Ireland, Cyprus and Malta) resident in the UK

* anyone other than British, Irish and qualifying Commonwealth citizens

* convicted persons detained in pursuance of their sentences, excluding contempt of
court (though remand prisoners, unconvicted prisoners and civil prisoners can vote if
they are on the electoral register)

* anyone found guilty within the previous five years of corrupt or illegal practices in
connection with an election

(From the electoral commission .org.uk)

i ati 3 3 ack
A York Civic Trust/Explore York Libraries and Archives educational resource pa




When can I vote?

=

JOTE

Whether you are a girl or a boy, when you
reach the age of eighteen, you will all be able
to have a say in how the country is run by
voting in a General Election for which political
party you would like to be in power. This

is considered to be a basic human right in
most countries. But if you had lived over one
hundred years ago and you were female, this
would not have been the case. Women were
not considered equal to men, did not have the
same opportunities and often had to let their
husbands make decisions on their behalf.
Women have not always been allowed to vote
and this is the reason Emily Davidson threw
herself in the path of the King’s racehorse.

TEACHER PACK

How old

do I have

to be to
vote?

NOTES FOR TEACHERS:

You may wish to debate lowering
the voting age to 16. Sixteen
year olds can vote in Scotland
(@and 75% of them turned out
in the Scottish Independence
referendum. Lots of information
on the electoral reform website,
www.electoral-reform.org.uk
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What do women think about?

Look at the Read through the following statements.
image below, What do Tick those you agree with. Put a cross
published in you think it next to the ones you disagree with.
1906. is suggesting

I’m a woman. | don’t need to
vote because:

about
women?

My husband will make the
important decisions for me.

I’m too emotional to understand
anything about politics.

My place in the world is to
look after my husband and my
children and keep the home
tidy.

| am inferior to men.

| am not capable of
understanding politics.

My brain isn’t clever enough to
make important decisions.

Women are the weaker sex

If | don’t get married. | won’t
be important enough to have a
voice in society

Image:Spartacus educational

Emily Wilding Davison and many, many
women did not agree with any of these
statements!

PAGE 10
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Women were not equal to men

Why were women not allowed to vote?

In the nineteenth century, women took no part in politics. They could not
become an MP and they were not allowed to vote. It was assumed that women
did not need to vote because their husbands would look after anything to do
with politics. It was assumed that a woman’s place was to look after children
and take care of the home. Most men had been given the vote by 1884, but
women were thought to be inferior to men and not capable of understanding
politics or making important decisions. Even some women agreed that this was
the case and that if you were female, you were “the weaker sex”

When did things begin to change?
Campaigns for women’s SUFFRAGE began in Suffrage: a short way
1866 and a politician called John Stuart Mill of describing the right
organized a vote in the Houses of Parliament of an adult to vote

for the MPs (all men!) to decide whether or not
to give women the vote. The vote was defeated
by 194 to 73.

NOTES FOR TEACHERS:

Not all campaigners were women. Keir Har

and first leader of the Labour Party regularlsgic:;gder
questions in the House of Commons and George
Lansb_ury MP resigned his seat in the House after
speaking in support of the campaigns

Male suffrage: The Second Reform Act of 1867 gave
th(_e vote to working class householders living in the
_cmes. And lodgers paying £10 or more a year. Those
in the countryside got the vote in 1884. Men living
with their parents, or in barracks, or as servants in
$rge houses got the vote in 1918,

Ou may also wish to discuss the iron of ther i
a female Head of State (Queen Victorig reigneg fbrglrrr‘\g
June 1837 until January 1901) yet ordinary women
could not vote. You could follow this up with the

difference between a Head of State and head of
Government.

Image: Anthony Robling

A York Civic Trust/Explore York Libraries and Archives educational resource pack PAGE 11
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Mrs Fawcett thinks only
some women should vote

The next important step happened in 1897 when a woman called Millicent
Fawcett started the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies. Can you
remember what “suffrage” means? The women who joined this group were
known as “suffragists” and they wanted the vote not for all women, but only for
those who were educated and owned a property

CHAIRMAN

S?EAKER

— JATIONAL UNIOWOMEN
PRESIDENT

lAW ABIDING

can you
see in the
picture?

T N T Fmdten
Copyright: Topical Press Agency WOl"dS to

Thev believed that if th describe how
ey believed that if they ett
were polite and law abiding Mrs Fawc Look carefully
men would see that they were looks. at what is written
responsible enough to take on th

part in politics and they would be given What d - poster*..
what they wanted — the right to vote for O you notice
who governed them. about the words

used?
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Give Women Votes!

Not all suffragists
thought that

just talking and
signing petitions
was enough.

Some thought

they needed to

take more action.
One particular
woman called

Mrs Emmeline
Pankhurst believed
that the vote

should be for
everyone, not just
rich, educated
ladies and she k ) A b :
believed the only e e——— L -
Way tO get |t was Copyright:Mrs Pankhurst Museum of London
to be more active.

She started her own organization called the Women’s Social and Political Union
(WSPU for short) who became known as suffragettes. Their motto was “Deeds
not Words”. She believed the campaign was about more than just getting the
vote. It was about making society realize that women were equal to men and
should be treated in the same way. Suffragettes wore green, white and violet, to
represent what they wanted: Give Women Votes.

Most of the interest in women’s SUFFRAGE had been in the big cities, but this
changed when Mrs Pankhurst spoke at public meetings in York in April 1911
and October 1912. Afterwards, there was a big rise in membership.

Of course there was no social media or local radio to advertise important
speakers and so suffragettes spread the word about public meetings by
chalking on pavements. One local resident wrote to The Press to complain.

PAGE 13
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This is what he said:

“On Saturday morning about eight o’clock, I saw two women chalking
something on the pavement. My curiosity led me to look and to my
surprise, I found it was an advertisement that Mrs Pankhurst was to
speak in York. Now, Mr Editor, why should the women be allowed to
advertise in this way and deface the pavement? If a poor tradesman or a
theatrical company or a small newsboy, or, in fact, anyone else did this,
the police would very soon be on their track but these suffragettes seem
allowed any liberty they like to take with public property. It is a very

great eyesore and I find the city is covered with these chalkings.”

Activitios:
ctivities: Write the speech

that Mrs Pankhurst
Imagine you are a gave about why women
member of the crowd should be given the vote
and you have just heard '

Remember to i
Mrs Pankhurst speak. Include

all the persuasive
Go home and write your diary about techniques you
your experiences of the day. You may know.
agree with what she is saying, or you
may disagree. Perhaps she has changed
your mind about Votes for Women!

In your entry, think about what you
have seen, what you have heard, how
you felt. What did your parents
say about you going
to the meeting?

PAGE 14
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What’s the difference?

Fill in the bubbles to show the similarities and differences
between SUFFRAGETTES and SUFFRAGISTS

suffragette, I believe in...

I'm a
suffragist, I believe in...

What was
the name of
. : NOTES FOR TEACHERS:
tion
the organlza Were they Although the SUFFRAGISTS and
Mrs Pankhurst' s, rrragsists op

the SUFFRAGETTES disagreed
Q about HOW they would get what
Started : suffr agetteS‘? they wanted, they both agreed about
WHAT they wanted. Both groups
were made up of incredible women
who worked together, whether they

were rich or poor, educated or not, to

o _— low. make the world a fairer place..They
Fill in the missing words be believed they could make a difference
and change things for the better. The
W

term “suffragette” for the more militant
group of women was first coined by
the Daily Mail. The “ette” suffix was
S Supposed to be a diminutive intended
to belittle the women and to suggest
P that they were somehow less than
a proper kind of suffrage worker.
However, the suffragettes instead took
U up the name and used it proudly.
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York’s WSPU office

Most towns had a WSPU office to organize rallies. In York, it was located firstly
in Coney Street at number 35, the building that used to be Curry’s and P.C.
World and later in Coppergate. Here is the Blue Plaque which will be attached to
the outside of the building. Look out for it next time you are in Coney Street.

—

York Women'’s Social and Political Union
(Suffragettes)

had their first HQ in this building

-

T york

4 theatre
rgyal

1910-191]
%

———— g Why are = .
blue plaques think of any
used in others you
York? may have
seen?

Can you

The organizer for York and Doncaster was a woman called Violet Key Jones
who lived in Fulford. She took up office in1910 and it was her job to organize
volunteers to run the office, to hold jumble sales and tea parties to raise funds
and to sell copies of their newspaper. Today, you might see a man or a woman
selling “The Big Issue” in Coney Street or near the market to raise public
awareness of homelessness. If you had walked through York over a hundred
years ago, you may have seen a volunteer selling copies of “The Suffragette” to
raise awareness of the unequal way women were treated.
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e Rafrmpcbte Arvil 45, 109, N Dephabterad eb Mg QP.0. =22 n,j\h,‘”pm
-

The
O

uffragette

X
ED]TEQ-‘R&\CHR!STABEL PANKHURST

™ d Political Ufiion,

The Official Organ of the Women's Social
— — — e e ____i_/’-‘—"——__/_'_—‘:_’——:—'—— ——"
; 5 "FRIDAY, APRIL 25, 1913, TN Y Price 1d. Weeldy (i),

— =

2. Imagine you are

7 gelling copies of

The Suffragette in
Parliament Street.
(Remember some
men supported the

4,‘*Suffragettes!)

\'\"Role Play/Write

the script for
a conversation
between you and
a prospective
buyer
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The Word spreads

Image: Anthony Robling

This is what a suffragette meeting in York may have looked like.

Perhaps they are plotting what they can do to draw public attention to their
cause. Here is a list of some of the illegal actions suffragettes took:

+ They set post boxes on fire, or poured acid into them. (In York suffragettes set
mail boxes on fire at Castle Mills Bridge, in Wigginton Road , in Parliament
Street and in Balmoral Terrace

+ They disrupted public political meetings by shouting and waving banners
+ They broke shop windows

+ They smashed works of art in galleries

A York Civic Trust/Explore York Libraries and Archives educational resource pack PAGE 18
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Annie is arrested!

A very well known Suffragette in York was Annie Seymour Pearson, known to
her friends as Nance. She lived in Heworth in York at number 14 Heworth Green
in a large terraced house. She was forty years old, married with four children
and she had a very comfortable, quiet, respectable life with a cook and a maid.

Both she and her husband believed in the suffragette cause and in 1913, she
joined a protest at the House of Commons in London where women went to
talk to the Chancellor about a
their wages and conditions. |
A reporter on York Station %
heard the women say they
weren’t coming back until
they got the vote and he
said: “You’re going to be
away a long time then”.
Along with 30 others,

she was arrested for
obstructing the police,
went to court and was
fined 40 shillings (about
£3.50) or three weeks in
prison. She chose prison.

A York Civic Trust/Explore York Libraries and Archives educational resource pack PAGE 19
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Annie is summoned
to appear in Court

Here is the Police Summons that Annie received when she was arrested.

,

NOTES FOR TEACHERS:

Suggestions for discussion and
activities:

The police officer who arrested her fills in
her name as “Nance”. Can you suggest

Some reasons why she has corrected this
to Mrs

A Seymour Pearson?
What is she being charged with?

What has she written underneath the
charge?

What does this suggest to you about the
kind of woman she was?

Who do you think Nurse Huntingdon was?

What do you notice about the language
that the Prosecution Notice is written in?

Why do you think it is written in this way?
" Re-write the notice using the language that
T S ' can be more easily understood.
HOW manY The idea of keeping a scrap book to
e préserve memories of important activities in
people haV Who do one’s personal history may be unfamiliar to
. on
written
this form?

. today’s digital natives. How many children
you think know of scrapbooks in their family?
they ape? Children could make a scrapbook of their
own history so far, or a fictional scrapbook
for a character in this pack, or in a book.

PAGE 20
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Annie sends a postcard to her
husband to let him know
where she is

This is the front of the . k ' e
post card she sent: [ | . ..i

Why do you |

think she let her ‘

husband know
what had happened Who do

to her by sending you think the

a postcard? woman in the
Picture might |
be?

Where do |
you think she “
got the card

C?
from: Does it

seem a Strange
choice of
picture to
There are send?
some letters in
the bottom right
hand corner.
What are they
and what do they
stand for?

VTR A Y

Image: Annie Pearson’s scrapbook, courtesy of Camellia PLC
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This is what Annie wrote to her husband.

The message says:

| shall be in Holloway till a week Tuesday . It is now 5p.m. and we are going to
our lockups! by motor car soon.

—

‘a
f 3 o ~ TN ? Wi 1
G ( \ 1 : :
! I (r>- & | & i\ L/._ : :
!
| ¢ B ]
L | g e NICN K
| FOP: B AND #ckracr JONLY, THIS SPAGE v 'T:Wﬁis"ﬁ NLYXTO
L] -
i JE USED FuR COMMUNICATION 2 A " eu" N HERE,
i - - . »
‘ - > “w ( ¢
PRS- =S| &3¢
) T -~ "
| Badiallhy S0 =
! R (v
§ \
) ki ) B
, [ o f
L= ; A

Image: Annie Pearson’s scrapbook,

Where do . She Says Sh e courtesy of Camellia PLC
you think she 1S going to her
was when she lockup” - what " She addresses
wrote this? do you think her husbang

She puts an ~ this is? as Seymour

exclamation mark Pearson Esq. Fing
after the word “lock- out what “Esq”

up”. What does this Stands for.

suggest to you about
how she may have
been feeling?

Can you
find the
date on the
postcard?
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Annie’s friend, Violet, (also a suffragette) wrote to her in prison

Whilst Annie was in prison, her friend Violet Key Jones, another suffragette who
lived in Doncaster, writes to her with news of Annie’s children.

= _, &
[/ T3 carp -
| T U A U RREEAE -
b '/ f i REE :_, e
r VoA
7 \J /* s e ————————— :
,/ -,-0‘ ] p N W Rt ‘__,..,...._.-.--W~~-"‘M"“.~“‘“-f
| / iy e S
\ (. 2> \
1 \. 9 — N v
A ) JNr— NI Y* A T\
v
\‘__ b .
\ \J\ N - -

Look
carefully at
the stamp.
Whose face

What do is this?

you think
ccsuff” may

ort
befil, What do

you notice about
the address?
(Can you spot
a spelling
mistake?)
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Violet writes... T e 4 '.f

The message says: —er—o\_ i QAL R
Thursday b

Good luck to you — | have just \ " U DGR 1ol NSt
been to your house - Francis <

was at the Jackmans. Elsa ‘ LA

and Roland playing with the AAANT W asa,. W

governess — they looked very
happy and well, Roland’s cold & % .

much better. s Wl aS, g T\
V Key Jones S a & N
Why do W s oA wo ¢ Vh :
you think D¢ ~ \ ' '
Violet sent news [RCRSSEE wl N IPRUTS § bl
of Annie’s A et o \ Vi :
children to NN e Lok Aol i
her? \ st 0 :
v (o ' & C AL : %
imagine you are ™ (RSN WA |G VLTRE
one of the children W 5 " :
named in the postcard, SR SUU( NRWY | COU
Francis, Roland or Elsa. g v ;
How do you think they |
would feel about what Tt z

What does
that tell you
about the
Seymour Pearson
family?

has happened to their

governess?

In the end, Annie was only kept in jail for two days,
because her husband, Arthur, got on the train to
London and paid her fine to get her released.

Write the conversation that took place on the train

Activity: ) :
ride back to York between Annie and Arthur.
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Annie gets a prison brooch

e e ———————
-

: o
R - R » >
. ¥ ,. - . .,‘ ” o ; : : "‘ '1

| VOTES FOR |
| - The Women’s Sociztl and

i  OFFICE: LINCOLN'S INN
"

Mrs. Pankhurst, Hon, Treasurer.
Mrs. Mabel Tuke, Hoi Sec.

v . —— 4
All Communications, .
. % .

arked “private™ will be opencd L
) the Hon. Secretary, » Telephone 2724 Holborn (three lines).

éZ/—: Ryl 2

vé
© L umless m
- R

rigon brooch. This is |
Wil our Committee. ol

tom of the _page,
Sl Bz W .

Today, Wé would .
regard imprisonmen
as something 1o be 0
ashamed of. Why wou
suffragettes wear ane
prooch so that every:i)
could see the}r ha
served a prison  Why do yoy
sentence? think Suffragettes
who had served
prison sentences
wer e Sent a
brooch?

O7d Blpwe) Jo Asarinod 500qdeios suosiead aiuuy :ebew|

Annije has
written on the letter
at a later date “I lost
it in York”. How do
you think she woyiq

feel when She lost her
brooch? Give your
reasons.
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The prison brooch was designed by Sylvia Pankhurst, daughter of Emmeline,
the lady who spoke in York and first inspired Annie to join the suffragette
movement.

The brooch featured the portcullis symbol of The House of Commons, hanging
chains and a broad arrow, symbol of a convict. (Look at the picture on Annie’s
postcard and you can see the broad arrow).

Copyright:The Museum of London
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A journalist from the local paper, A YORK MILITANT

The Yorkshire Herald, interviewed -y
Annie and an account of her time bUFFR!\GIST

in Holloway Prison was printed in
the paper on February 7th, 1913.

Here is the headline and a couple
of paragraphs from that report,

B ———

HEWORTH LADY'S EXPERIENCE'
IN HOLLOWAY GAOL.

which is in the Archives in York PUNISHED FOR TRYING TO SEE 1LOYD
Explore GRORGE
—

REFUSED TO PAY A FINE.

After baving anly served a short portion of her
sentence of fourtesn days in the second division
for obstructing the police during the recent |
attempt by the militant suffragiste 10 have an |
interview with Mr. Lioyd George at the House
of Commons, Mrs. Beymour Pearson, of 1,
Howorth Green, York, has returned home, and
Was yesterday interviewed by a representetive
of the ** Yorkshire Herald."

Mrs. Pearson told our roporter the story of
the militant women's deputations 1o the House
of Commons, which by now have become so
common.

“The whole aflair ha because
Lloyd George hroke hi-wm. He :'d
arranged to meet a tation, and then a4 the
last moment he gave k his word, and
another time. As Mrs. Drummond said. in
addressing the magistrates when the trial
Jace, wo conmidered that the Chancellor of the
.xrb«\:or had insulted ue; sod the reason why
we cotld not meet him ot 11 o'clock the follow-
0§ morning was because many of the depute-
tion had 10 return homea M. Drammond
wrole to ask him to falfl hummbﬂho

We

refused 1o see the deputation. F\d
that there should be no militancy un thl

h’?:?dﬁl;«;“m;lm in the pre.
R4 iy e

ell, t impelled o sfter the '
e
,t:: exact text of Mrs. Pankhurst's speech ou|

Image: York Explore I L
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This is what the extract says:

The Yorkshire Herald February 7, 1913.

A YORK MILITANT SUFFRAGIST

HEWORTH LADY’S EXPERIENCE IN HOLLOWAY GAOL
PUNISHED FOR TRYING TO SEE LLOYD GEORGE
REFUSED TO PAY A FINE.

After having served only a short portion of her sentence of fourteen days in
the second division for obstructing the police during the recent attempt by
the militant suffragists to have an interview with Mr Lloyd George at the
House of Commons, Mrs Seymour Pearson, of 14, Heworth Green, York,
has returned home and was yesterday interviewed by a representative of the
“Yorkshire Herald”.

Mrs Pearson told our reporter the story of the militant women’s deputations
to the House of Commons, which by now has become SO common.

“The whole affair happened because Mr. Lloyd George broke his promise.
He had a arranged to meet a deputation, and then at the last moment he
gave back his word, and fixed another time. As Mrs Drummond said, in
addressing the magistrates when the trial took place, we considered that the
Chancellor of the Exchequer had insulted us, and the reason why we could
not meet him at 11 o’clock the following morning was because many of the
deputation had to return home. Mrs Drummond wrote to ask him to fulfill
his promise, but he refused to see the deputation. We had agreed that there
should be no militancy until the Franchise Bill was defeated.”

“How did you become involved in the proceedings, Mrs Pearson?” asked
our representative.

«“Well I felt impelled to go after the appeal made by Mrs Pankhurst. Perhaps
you don’t know what she said?”

«T must confess that I am quite ignorant of the exact text of Mrs Pankhurst’s
speech on the occasion.”
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See if you can find at least five ways in which the report looks and sounds
different from newspaper articles of today.

Here is an edited version of the complete article:

After having served only a short portion of her sentence of fourteen

days in the second division for obstructing the police during a recent
attempt by the militant suffragists to have an interview with Mr Lloyd
George at the House of Commons, Mrs Seymour Pearson of 14, Heworth
Green, York has returned home, and was yesterday interviewed by a
representative of the “Yorkshire Herald”.

Mrs Pearson told our reporter the story of the militant women’s
deputation to the House of Commons, which by now have become so
common.

“How did you become involved in the proceedings Mrs Pearson” asked
our representative

“Well | felt compelled to go after the speech by Mrs Pankhurst...this is
what she said...

‘| say to you women, who are the mothers of girls, if there is nothing else
in the world that you may want the vote for you want it so that you may
have legislation to protect your daughters, to force men who can only
be made to respect women by force, to respect them, to value them, to
recognize their importance, just as they recognize their own’ .”
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Annie goes on to describe the conditions in Holloway prison...

“They (the prison guards) will
come to you and say "Would you
like a novel to read?” You see
they are allowed two books — one
a novel and one an educational
book.....I was lucky as | laid claim
to a second novel that had been
left by another prisoner, and | did
that without the matron knowing.”

“What about the food Mrs Pearson?”

“Oh the bread was horrid and the
butter was like turnips. The pieces of
meat were like leather. | didn’t touch
it. We had a pint of milk which was
very good and two oranges.”

“How came it that you were released
so soon?” asked our representative

“Because my husband came and
paid my fine.....he could not get to
know whether | had been injured or
anything...l did not want to come
out and | told the Governor | would
not pay my fine.”

“Will you go (to prison) again?”

“l am a firm believer in militancy, but
you see | am the one who has the
responsibility of bringing my family
up and | must consider them.”

“l was in DX ward...We have
electric light on, which is switched
on at six o’clock in the morning....
At 6.45 they come along the
corridors rattling the pots.”

“It was bitterly cold in the cells

and the pipes were not heated. |
complained and succeeded in my
demands for more heat. ...l said

“l want a hot water bottle” and the
doctor gave instructions for one

to be brought. It served another
purpose also, for | was enabled to
use the warm water for washing
myself with the following morning.”

Activity:

- Write your own newspaper
account of Annie’s time in
prison using the facts from the
edited version above.

- You will need a headline and
some quotations

- Or, you could tell the story
as if you were a television
newsreader.

- Imagine local radio had been
invented in Annie’s time. Role
play Annie being interviewed for
Radio York or Minster FM.
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Annie runs a safe house

Being in jail was a horrible experience for her and after that instead of joining
protests, she helped to organize the escape of wanted suffragettes and their
supporters. Her house in Heworth Green became a “safe house” for wanted
men and women where they could hide and be looked after while police were
looking for them.

0\ A safe house: This is a building or a house
“ whose everyc_lay appearance makes it look
completely without suspicion. It is a secret

place to hide people who are on the run
usually from the law. ,

Write a
story which ends
with the picture
above of Annie
looking after a

suffragette
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Harry’s story

Look carefully
at the cartoon.

What do you What
think of when could these

Describe what is
you see the words have

happening in the
picture.

words: “cat and  to do with
mouse”? suffragettes®

Here is the story of what actually happened:

One male suffragette supporter who hid at Annie’s house was Harry
Johnson. He had been sentenced to one year’s hard labour after he had
tried to blow up a house near Doncaster. In prison, he went on hunger
strike. Because the government didn’t want prisoners to die of hunger
(this might make them martyrs ), those who refused to eat were let out of
jail until they grew strong and then they were re-arrested to finish serving
their turn. This was called the Cat and Mouse Act. So, when Harry was
released, because he was on hunger strike and his health was in danger.
He went back to live at his parents’ house in Doncaster to get his strength
back. Detectives were on duty outside his parents’ house 24 hours a day
to make sure he didn’t escape so that as soon as he was well enough,
they could re-arrest him.

Harry told the detectives he wanted to visit some friends in York, and as
he had been well behaved, they agreed to let him. In fact, they all shared a
taxi to York!

He was visiting Annie Seymour Pearson’s house in Heworth. The
policemen did not know that she was a suffragette sympathizer and they
had to wait outside the house until he had finished his visit.

Perhaps they were a little intimidated at waiting outside such a grand
house.

They waited and waited until eventually, they heard noise outside the back
of the house and they went to investigate. They discovered the back door
to the house was open and that Harry had given them the slip.
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He had been taken out via the landing window and over the roof where
he stayed until dark and then returned to Annie’s house, where he was
dressed as a woman and taken to another “safe house” in Acomb which
belonged to a lady called Mrs Bell. He stayed there for a week before
being moved to Birmingham and finally to London.The policemen began
to search the neighbourhood but eventually had to give up and return to
Doncaster where they received a lot of criticism.

The next day, Harry Johnson’s mother arrived at Annie’s house and was
very angry. She accused Annie of “leading her son astray and said the
suffragettes were “a load of bad women”. Annie managed to calm her
down and she left happier.

Write the
newspaper
event describing
Harry’s
escape.

Story Write the
board the ™ Teport the tyg
events Policemen gaye
described on the day’s
above A °Vents to thejr
boss. Role play
the conversation
Can you on the doorstep
think of any between Annie
fiction that includes | and Harry’s
the idea of keeping mother.
someone safe
who may be in
danger?
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Emily hides in a
broom cupboard

Many women also carried out peaceful
protests. In 1911, a national census was
held. A census is a compulsory survey of
the adult population of a country, which has
to be completed by all adults on the same
date, to count the population, their address
on the day of the census and the jobs that
they do.. Many suffragettes refused to
complete it and wrote slogans such as:

“I don’t count so | won’t be counted”
“No persons at this address, only women”

Emily Wilding Davies hid in a broom
cupboard in the Houses of Parliament, so
that on the night of the census, she could
record her address as being The House of
Commons.

A famous politician, Tony Benn,
put this plaque on the door of the }
cupboard in which she hid

In York, many women stayed away
overnight from their homes so they
couldn’t be counted. Why do you think
this was? They slept in the WSPU office
in Coney Street. The numbers were later
added to the census by an official.

TEACHER PACK

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

EMILY WILDING DAVISON

IN THIS BROOM CUPBOARD EMILY
WILDING DAVISON HID HERSELF
ILLEGALLY, DURING THE NIGHT OF
THE 1911 CENSUS

SHE WAS A BRAVE SUFFRAGETTE
CAMPAIGNING FOR VOTES FOR
WOMEN AT A TIME WHEN PARLIAWENT
DENIED THEM THAT RIGHT

iN THIS WAY SHE WAS ABLE TO
RECORD HER ADDRESS, ON THE
NIGHT OF THAT CENSUS, AS BEING
THE HOUSE OF COMMONS: THUS

MAXING HER CLAIM TO THE SAME
POLITICAL RIGHTS AS MEN

EMILY WILDING DAVISON DED N
JUNE 2013 FROM NJURIES SUSTAMNET
WHEN SHE THREW MERSELF UNDES
THE KINGS HORSE AT THE DERBY

10 DRAW PUBLIC ATTENTION TO T

NJLUS [ UFFERED § WOMEN

A census is an official survey
of the population of a country,
carried out by the government.

E_very ten years since. This is to
find out how Mmany people live
there and to obtain details of
their ages, gender, jobs, etc.
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What happened to women
who broke the law? D coocly

£ _ at the faces of

| | R the people in
| R o e the photograph.
Ny What might they

be thinking?

The man on
the right of the
| | bhoto seems to pe

| 3 do you think ho
1 ‘ | may be going
Copyright: Museum of London to dO?

In the picture above you can see the suffragette leader,
Mrs Emmeline Pankhurst being arrested

Millicant Price(nee Browne) was another very active York suffragette who
frequently broke the law. She marched all over the country to campaign for
women’s right to vote. She wrote about her adventures in a memoir in 1935.
(The original manuscript is held in York Explore archive). At one rally in Bristol,
she tells how she was pelted with potatoes and tomatoes.

“I started to make a speech to the crowd but was pelted with potatoes and
tomatoes which | caught when | could and put down the front of my pinafore
dress, facetiously thanking (the crowd) for contributions towards our lunches”.

She could have been in danger, but she chose
to be facetious with the crowd to try and stop
the situation becoming more serious.

Facetious means she
used humour to deal with
a serious issue, a bit like
diffusing a bomb.
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Millicent’s Story

Do you remember the suffragettes who chalked on pavements to advertise their
meetings? Millicent had good handwriting, because she was a teacher and so
she was often given this job. This is what she wrote:

“l agreed to advertise the meeting by the novel method of chalking an
announcement on the pavements...we got up early that Saturday morning
and stole through the quiet streets. My facility with blackboard writing was

a great asset to the bold proclamation:
Votes For Women

A meeting
In the Market Square

8 o’clock this evening”

Unfortunately, we don’t have a photograph of Millicent but we can understand
some important things about her character from these brief extracts from

her autobiography. Like all the suffragettes, she had been a law abiding and
respectable woman before the Votes For Women campaign.

~

What do Find five //
you think made\ words that NOTES FOR TEACHERS:

her prepared you think You may wish to expand on the role of

archives in our understanding of the past

to break the ' describe her and what the job of an archivist is
1) A chara here is also a good opportunity here to
law™ cter. discuss the grey area of breaking the law
. for sorpething we believe in.
erte The brief description of Millicent's activities

. would also provide a good opportunity for
three queStlons “?ot seating”. Choose a member of th)c/e
ou w Class to take on Millicent’s persona, whilst
1}.’ OU,Id class mates ask questions which “Millicent”
lke t 0a Sk must answer in character.
Millicent,
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Being a suffragette was a dangerous occupoailtlioorgj Iang V\I/igren(e);]f ilvehrg \t,Jvr(())EIz tgf?en
[ [ treated badly. Po
law for a cause they believed in were | ! ould oner.
It them and sometimes they we
hrow them to the ground and assau
t)y members of the public who didn’t suppor;[j votte?j f?r v;otrrr]leerrrm{szﬁ/r:: gg ;ir;]es t
iu Ji ial art like Judo to defen
women learned Jiu Jitsu, a martial a nd
' course there were no
' en who were much bigger than they were. (
Eg::ggr\?vomen at the time). It was a very effective method of self defence and

also showed how powerful women could be.

impri d in horrible conditions.
e arrested, they were frequently imprisone
:J/I:]neyy(;,}/ ?;e women went on hunger strike. And they would be force fed to stop

them from dying and becoming martyrs.

NOTES FOR TEACHERS:

They did this to get the government to acknowledge that the crimes
for which they were imprisoned were political acts, not criminal.
Political prisoners received different treatment in prison. The
government started force feeding in 1909. An article appeared in
the medical journal The Lancet in 1912 condemning the practice as
torture

Parliament rushed through an act which became known as The Cat
and Mouse Act in 1913 to allow the discharge of hunger striking
suffragettes as a résponse to growing public unhappiness with force
feeding.

As soon as the women had recovered, they were returned to prison
to finish their sentences

If women died in prison from hunger, it would give them public
Support and so the government allowed the force feeding of the
women. This was a painful, humiliating, cruel torture that showed no
respect for human rights and was very damaging to health.

As far as we know, none of the suffragettes from York suffered

this treatment. Here is a description from a woman to whom this
happened:

“A tube was forced up my nostril and then into my throat. The other
end of the tube went into a dish into which the guards poured food.
As the food went down the tube, the pain was terrible. | didn’t goon
resisting because it made the pain worse. “
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Women suffered for
their beliefs

Find ten
words to
describe how
you think the
prisoner

Look at the picture above of a might feel.
suffragette in prison being force fed.

What is
ou The the woman in Wﬁ’; ds :0 describe
car;gr the is one I;: white holding Wov;,n he. other
Se'et re? - wh dan the jug about iot én ln.the
S 299 to do? Picture might
you think be fecling

he is?
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Women do men’s jobs

In 1914, the First World War broke out and suffragettes suspended their actions
to support the war effort. Suffragette activity in York came to an end; there were
no more demonstrations in the city and no more “mice” kept safe in Heworth.
Many men went off to fight and the women who were left behind not only
looked after homes and children, but they did jobs that previously had been
done by men. (This reinforced that they were far from being “the weaker sex”).

————

If they could do
the same jobs as
men, then surely
they should have
the same rights
as men. Women
. wanted equality.

,,,,

> T ¥

/7
There are I//;\g;/n;r;e\;/(s)rgg?ofyt NOTES FOR TEACHERS: -
omen but Image: ceofyer/ght A disc‘ussion around equality, “women’s “
many W Nestle UK work, “men’s” work (on a domestic level

only one man in als well as in the work place), the perceived
) glass ceiling, equal pay, etc could i
the plCture. WhY be initiated from this picture. sasly
do you thmk thls The 1918 Repre§entation of the People
. > Act, pas_sed during the First World War,
mi ght be 2 What dO (tf)}rought In universal suffrage for all men
) ow could you be expected to fight for
you thlnk your country, but not be allowed to vote?)
the man’s Enﬁ thg vote to women as noted above,
ull universal suffrage for women was not

jOb may achieved until 1928,
be?
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Finally, in 1918,women over the age of 30 who owned property were given the
right to vote.

In 1919, Nancy Astor became the first woman to become an MP and in 1928,
the equal franchise act was passed which gave women the same voting rights
as men.

Below is a picture of Annie Seymour Pearson as an old lady showing her scrap
book full of memories to her grandson and telling him about her adventures as a
suffragette in York.

-

: o R a Is there
. v anyone in your
questions think he would I 4

: family or someone
hink TR
do you t find it hard to you know who

1 .
he wou believe that she has been part of

re
ask he had done sych an event which

things? changed
history?
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This information pack was produced by...

explore

York Civic Trust Libraries and Archives

Special thanks to:

The Borthwick Institute for Archives
The Camellia Collections

The Museum of London

Nestle UK

Anthony Robling

Spartacus Educational

The Theatre Royal

Did you find this information pack useful?

It is the first of a series of education packs we plan to produce for York primary
schools about York’s history.

We would love to have any feedback. It would help us greatly if you would not
fill in the form attached and returning it to info@yorkcivictrust.co.uk
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Teacher evaluation form

How did you access this workbook?
School resource
Downloaded from York Civic Trust Website
Given by a colleague
Other

How did you use this workbook?

How useful was this workbook
No use
Somewhat useful
Useful

Very useful

Will you use this again?
Yes No

Any other comments

A York Civic Trust/Explore York Libraries and Archives educational resource pack PAGE 42




